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Abstract

How Did the Seongho School and Tasan Understand
T’oegye’s Learning?
: Focusing on the Transformation of the Li-Gi(*%)

and the Four Beginnings-Seven Emotions (VY1) Theories

Baek Min-jung

Professor, The Catholic Univ. of Korea, Dept. of Philosophy / mjbaek@catholic.ac.kr

This study examines how the Seongho school and Jeong Yak-
yong(Tasan) understood and evaluated the moral philosophy
of T’oegye Yi Hwang, particularly his theory of the mind and
nature(simseongnon, ‘[L1if) centered on the debates over li-gi(H
%) and the Four Beginnings-Seven Emotions(sadan-chiljeong, 4
s 1), Yi Hyeonil and Yi Sangjeong of the Yeongnam T’oegye
lineage defended T’oegye’s position through the perspectives of
differentiation(bun’gae, 77F) and integration(hon’nun, fifi), while
the Seongho school inherited this tradition yet sought new critical
responses to Yulgok’s li-gi theory.

Seongho Yi Ik’s doctrine of “li bal gi su ildoseol” (¥ ks, the
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unity of principle issuing and material force following), Sin Hudam’s
distinction between simgi(vital energy of the mind, ‘©%) and
hyeonggi(physical or bodily energy, %%\, and Tasan’s sympathy with
Yulgok’s interpretation similar to Matteo Ricci’s reveal an intellectual
intersection among T'oegye’s Neo-Confucianism, Yulgok’s thought,
and Western moral anthropology. The younger Seongho scholars
critically transformed T’oegye’s li-gi framework, replacing the
Four Beginnings-Seven Emotions theory with the public-private
distinction(gongsaron, 2 F4ifi).

Because they dismissed jonyang(frs%)—the contemplative
discipline of preserving the mind’s innate nature during a state
of moral quiescence—they failed to explore deeply the meanings
of jung(equilibrium, #) and gong(the moral public, ). From
Sin Hudam to Tasan, attention shifted toward the bodily roots
of emotion(hyeonggi), reflecting the influence of Western
Learning(Seohak, ri%*). Thus, while Seongho scholars and Tasan
inherited T’oegye’s moral concerns, they offered distinct and critical
reinterpretations of human emotion, revealing both the limitations

and transformations of T'oegye’s theory of moral emotions.

Key Words | Yi Hwang(T oegye), Yi Ik(Seongho), Jeong Yak-
yong(Tasan), the theory of sadan-chiljeong(Four Beginnings-Seven
Emotions), the theory of the human mind(inshim) and the Dao-

mind(tosim), the theory of the public and the private.
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